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ITEMS FOR REFLECTION. 

How Children are trained to War. — Mrs. E. B. Dwight, late wife 
of the missionary to Constantinople, gives, in one of her letters, a graphic 
account of her children's disposition to imitate gaudy and imposing displays. 
" No sooner has the pompous procession of priests displaying the cross, and 
followed by a train of boys bearing torches, and singing through the nose 
their monstrous notes, passed our windows, than our children are marching 
about the room with their sticks raised, chanting the same uncouth' sounds. 
Not many days since, hearing them busily engaged, we inquired what they 
were doing. They said, 'we've got a picture,and are playing worship idols.' " 

Here is the common process of educating children to uphold and perpetu- 
ate the war-system. These children, even under a mother's frown, were 
drawn into the love and imitation of such brilliant, fascinating displays a3 
always attend the mock manoeuvres of a military parade. Had Mrs. Dwight 
encouraged her children in such a course, the result would have been fatal ; 
but more than nine mothers in ten, probably ninety-nine in a hundred 
through Christendom, do encourage in their children a disposition to admire 
and imitate military displays. They provide for them war-toys ; they sing 
to them war-songs ; they hang before them war-pictures in gilded splendor ; 
they talk to them about the glory of war and warriors ; they deck them out 
in their gayest dress to attend the military parade, and perhaps encourage 
them in forming juvenile companies, to ape in beardless boyhood their 
seniors in learning the art of human butchery. This is the way that prot- 
estants, even Christian mothers who would shudder at the slightest horrors 
of war, and turn pale at the thought of their own sons becoming human 
butchers, still train them to this work of blood. It is the surest way in the 
world ; and yet scarce a word is ever said on the point, either by preachers, 
or the many periodicals that are teaching parents how to educate an entire 
generation for God and the millennium. 

Manufactory of Pirates and Robbers. — " We stepped," says the 
American Messenger, " into a small book-store a few moments since, in one 
of the principal streets of this city. At the door were exposed for sale, as 
samples of the stock, about twenty cheap books, all of which, with two or 
three exceptions, were of a licentious character, illustrated by licentious 
engravings. The interior of the store furnished a choice selection of the 
dregs of a vicious literature. On one shelf was noticed piles of such books 
as, ' the Highwayman and Pirates ; ' ' Records of Murder ; ' ' Execution of 
Criminals ; ' ' Criminal Calendar ; ' ' Tragic Calendar ; ' ' Lives of Pirates ; ' 
'Pirates' Own Book;' ' Volney's Ruins,' &c. &c. We have visited ar- 
senals, and armories, and battle-ships ; but never did our heart shudder and 
bleed over the prospective destruction to be accomplished by these stores of 
weapons of blood, as it did in view of the temporal and eternal ruin to be 
carried to many a heart and home by these Paixhan bombs from the pit. Is 
the police of this city infoimed of the existence of this and a dozen other 
establishments like it? Yes; of the name, and number, and street. Do 
they move in the matter for the execution of the laws 1 Not one step ; and 
they never will till a corrected public sentiment demands it of them." 

Few will question the correctness of these remarks ; but the principle 
applied, would sweep from the earth all military schools as nurseries of 
blood, and nearly all history as the eulogist and virtual instigator of war. 
They teach bloodshed, and plunder, and devastation as a science and as an 
art, the noblest in the world! ! It is a nursery of crime, a hot-bed of all 
manner of wickedness ; and you can no more purify the world without 
abolishing war, than you could without suppressing brothels and gaming- 
houses. Yet we are told that we must retain war until the world is puri- 
fied ! Patronize, legalize prostitutes and gamblers, until society is pure 
enough to do without them ! and all for the purpose of doing away those 
very forms of wickedness ! ! 



